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Presentation Notes
The Rural Recreation Association (RRA) works to facilitate planning, professional development, communication, and the sharing of resources between individuals and organizations involved in physical activity and recreation that serve Lanark, Leeds and Grenville and surrounding region.
This report to be used as a resource and tool for champions.




Economic Benefits of Rural 
Recreation and Leisure 

Services 



Made possible by: 

• RRA Executive members working on this 
project  

• Key Informants from our communities 
• Facilitator, Brenda Whitehead from 

keepingPACE Consulting 
• Funding by Lanark Leeds Grenville Healthy 

Communities Partnership  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A report on the economic benefits of rural recreation for rural communities was commissioned by the RRA to be used as a resource and tool for champions to communicate with individuals, organizations and decision makers about the grounded in research economic benefits of recreation.  
 
The report has been developed based on research from three primary sources: 
RRA Executive Committee meetings and information sharing - A number of meetings, primarily informal, to gather and then review information were held throughout February and March of 2015.  
Key informant Interviews - Meetings were held with a variety of individuals that represent the grassroots of communities from builders, municipal staff, politicians, community health centres and community organizations.  Each of these interviews reinforced the value that recreation and leisure services and supports play in building communities.  A summary of comments is included as Appendix C.
Completed research review - It is clear through the number of resources available that the benefits of recreation is a priority for communities throughout Ontario, Canada, the USA and internationally.  

A list of resources is included as Appendix D.






Presenter
Presentation Notes
(The red circle can be moved to highlight your geographic area.)
Almost 70% of Ontario’s municipalities have a population of 10,000 people or less 
And this is true for our region (insert your own demographics here if you have them)
Local governments face growing pressure with respect to encouraging or maintaining quality of life, addressing social issues and ensuring recreation and leisure services and supports remain a fundamental service for all residents, businesses and visitors.




Community Profile Highlights 
• 40.8% of LGL residents report being ‘moderately active’ to ‘active’ 

based on average daily energy expenditure – this is significantly lower 
than the provincial average 

• Falls are the leading external cause of emergency department visits 
for LGL residents’ age 0-9 and age 65+ 

• 12.5% of secondary students in LGL report alcohol use once a week or 
more in the past 12-months and 18.4% of LGL secondary students 
report using cannabis 10+ times in the past 12-months 

• 21.7% of LGL residents (ages 12+) report ‘quite a bit’ to ‘extreme’ life 
stress and 8.7% of LGL students (grades 7-12) report that they 
‘seldom/never’ feel good about themselves 

• 59.9% of LGL residents are overweight or obese 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Everyone knows that physical activity is connected with the quality of ones health.
Two local documents published by The Healthy Community Partnership of Lanark Leeds & Grenville (HCPLLG). The Community Profile (Appendix A) that was released in the fall of 2010 provided a picture of what was happening in Lanark, Leeds and Grenville in relation to health and quality of life issues.
 
In March of 2011, following further community consultation HCPLLG released the Community Picture Document (Appendix B) with more focus on outcomes that included the need for the communities to address overall health and quality of life, including, but not limited to, supporting RRA’s goals and focussing on: providing a variety of opportunities for accessible and inclusive physical activity; promoting physical activity as do-able for all.
(Both of these documents are referenced in the appendix A and B)



Waterways that course through Lanark Leeds Grenville like 
the Rideau Canal in Rideau Lakes provide ample opportunities 

for economic spin-off for municipalities, tourism operators 
and retailers, as well as encouraging healthy lifestyles and 
increasing natural outdoor recreation and leisure activities. 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Just as infrastructure and taxes hold a competitive advantage for industrial development, quality of place and lifestyle amenities are competitive advantages to encourage local economic development.
Leisure activities, parks and green spaces are essential to our physical, intellectual social and spiritual wellbeing, to our quality of life, to the environment and our economic sustainability. 
Intangible and indirect outcomes of recreation and parks are difficult to quantify using traditional economic performance measures. The challenge has always been to interpret how these services contribute to the public good.  




Essential Service 

In Ontario (2008), 
98% of survey 

respondents believe 
that recreation and 
parks are essential 

services that benefit 
the whole 

community.    
- Harper 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Economic Benefits
Leisure programs, services, and parks contribute to economic development by attracting business to communities. (recreation, sport, arts, culture, outdoor/environmental)
Leisure programs, services, and parks draw tourism and contribute to local economies. (recreation, sport, arts, culture, outdoor/environmental)
Recreation, fitness, sport, arts, culture, parks, and open spaces are significant employment generators.
Small investments in recreation, sport, arts, culture, and parks often yield large economic returns from events, capital development, and ongoing services.
Parks and open spaces increase property value and tax revenue on adjacent land, and are often used as marketing features by developers.
Parks and open spaces are excellent storm water retention strategies and less expensive then sewer expansion.
- Benefitshub.ca



Just as 
infrastructure 

and taxes 
hold a 

competitive 
advantage for 

industrial 
development

, quality of 
place and 
lifestyle 

amenities are 
competitive 
advantages 

to encourage 
local 

economic 
development. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Florida explores these implications in a report entitled Competing in the Age of Talent: Environment, Amenities and the New Economy. 
As indicated throughout the research place matters in a creative economy. Millions of people are building the creative economy as they work and live as creative types like artists and scientists always have. Values and tastes, personal relationships, choices of where to live, and even sense and use of time are changing. The creative economy is essentially built on people who create for a living. This “creative class” is found in a variety of fields, from engineering to theater, biotech to education, architecture to small business. Their choices can have a huge economic impact, including whether companies will prosper or fail, and even which cities will thrive or wither.  
Just as infrastructure and taxes hold a competitive advantage for industrial development, quality of place and lifestyle amenities are competitive advantages to encourage local economic development. 
Lanark, Leeds and Grenville have the great outdoors, small town and rural charm and warm people that offer wonderful lifestyle qualities to attract the creative class desires. 
 




Dr. Paula Stewart –  
https://youtu.be/GDqdbdWFg7E 

Medical Officer of Health, Leeds Grenville and 
Lanark District Health Unit 
Health, Economy and the Environment  
Rural Recreation Association 
Time – 1:45 

https://youtu.be/GDqdbdWFg7E
https://youtu.be/GDqdbdWFg7E


Areas of Focus: 

• Capital Infrastructure 
• Human Resources Capacity 

• Programs and Services 
• Outdoor Leisure Recreation 

 



Capital Infrastructure 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Please change photo to North Grenville Municipal Centre.




Infrastructure is more than just bricks and mortar….one of the key 
ingredients to creating healthy active communities is “well 

designed, safe, functional, inviting (recreation and sport) facilities, 
parks and trails.” 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Areas of Focus and Research Found
It was determined that the primary areas that are being directly impacted in the rural communities of Lanark, Leeds and Grenville include: 
Capital Infrastructure
Ontario’s sport and recreation infrastructure is in a state of physical decline. The vast majority of publicly owned recreation facilities were built between 1956 and 1980, and are nearing the end of their useful life.
One of the key ingredients to creating healthy active communities are well designed, safe, functional, inviting (recreation and sport) facilities, parks and trails.
Beyond traditional infrastructure, successful economic development also requires social and cultural infrastructure, such as libraries, parks, post offices and community centres, to improve quality of life in rural communities.
In most communities, primary attractions are sports tournaments, festivals, parks, and major recreation facilities operated by park and recreation departments.





Quality of Life 

• Builders will consider proposals for areas 
where there is access to amenities like: 
– arenas,  
– community centres,  
– parks,  
– playgrounds  
– and trails  

 
• These are things that buyers, especially 

families, consider as requirements for 
purchasing as they have direct impact on 
quality of life.  
 



Alan Medcalf –  
https://youtu.be/wfP3M1kftYo 

City of Brockville Cycling Committee 
Brockville’s Rotary Park; community part 
services for leisure recreation; paved pump 
track; attract and retain families 
Rural Recreation Association 
Time – 4:38 

https://youtu.be/wfP3M1kftYo


Shared Facilities 
• Fewer parents are 

having fewer 
children and more 
opportunities are 
available to 
participate.   

• A continuous review 
of available 
resources has to be 
considered.   

• Key to success in 
many communities 
is the concept of 
shared facilities. 
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Optional?



Tourism 
“Tourism depends on 
attractions. Rarely do 
people travel because 
they enjoy the car or 
airplane ride or 
because they want to 
stay in a particular 
hotel or dine at a 
restaurant in a 
different city. The 
desire to go to 
another place is 
stimulated by 
attractions.”  

– Crompton 2010 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
John Crompton indicated in the 2010 Executive Summary for Measuring the Economic Impact of Park and Recreation Services that,
Quote as on Slide.
In most communities, primary attractions are sports tournaments, festivals, parks, and major recreation facilities operated by park and recreation departments.

Susan can you put skate the lake, sled dog, warrior canoes, etc.



Tom Baumgartner,  
https://youtu.be/YoBIzFdzkDM 
Rural Recreation Association Executive  
Time 3:17 
 

https://youtu.be/YoBIzFdzkDM


“The Beckwith 
Recreation 
Department 
generates $1 million 
in revenue per year. 
This is equivalent to 
33% of the total 
taxation revenue 
collected by the 
Township in one 
year. This is a ratio 
that we are very 
proud of.”  

- Richard Kidd, 
Reeve of Beckwith 

Township  

Revenue 



Discussion 

• What resources can be 
shared? 

• What policies support 
facilities (or don’t)? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Optional?
Stop and have a discussion if it fits your presentation.



Kim Goodman –  
https://youtu.be/7GxJ_0f8GmA 
Recreation Coordinator, Township of Leeds and 
Thousand Islands, Rural Recreation Association 
Executive member 

Landon Bay Pool; service agreements 
Rural Recreation Association 
Time – 1:57 

https://youtu.be/7GxJ_0f8GmA


Human Resources Capacity 



Community leadership and effective 
economic development go together.  

“Unless you have 
good leadership in 
a community – 
leaders with the 
foresight to make 
the right decisions 
– you won’t have 
successful 
economic 
development”  

– Council on 
Competitiveness 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
(From previous slide
Areas of Focus and Research Found
It was determined that the primary areas that are being directly impacted in the rural communities of Lanark, Leeds and Grenville include: 
Capital Infrastructure)
NEW

Human Resource Capacity
Good leadership in a community – leaders with the foresight to make the right decisions – is essential to successful economic development.
Boundary lines that traditionally divide and diminish a community and people from government, corporations, social agencies, ethnic groups, unions, neighborhoods and so on are usually easier to cross in rural communities.
Key partners for recreation include municipal departments and not-for-profit organizations at all levels, and the private sector. 
Decision makers need to understand that local government has an understanding of the benefits of ensuring facilitation and coordination of recreation services and fostering a high quality of life for its citizens. 
Parks and recreation are one of the few “businesses” in a community likely to bring in “new money.
 
Research has clearly stated that community leadership and effective economic development go together.  “Unless you have good leadership in a community – leaders with the foresight to make the right decisions – you won’t have successful economic development” – Council on Competitiveness 




Rural Communities 
Boundary lines that 
traditionally divide 
and diminish a 
community and 
people from 
government, 
corporations, social 
agencies, ethnic 
groups, unions, 
neighborhoods and 
so on are usually 
easier to cross in 
rural communities. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Framework for Recreation in Canada 2015 clearly indicates that “Key partners for recreation include municipal departments and not-for-profit organizations at all levels, and the private sector. These include stakeholders in sport, physical activity, health, urban planning, Aboriginal affairs, infrastructure development, rural development, natural resources and conservation, arts and culture, social development, tourism, justice, heritage, child development and active aging.” 




Reality Is … 
• It is more vital than ever 

that recreation 
providers work together 
to avoid duplication of 
services and ensure the 
best opportunities.   

• That local government 
has the responsibility to 
understand the need to 
facilitate the 
coordination of 
recreation services. 
 



Don Ross –  
https://youtu.be/oCvZM5QTwHo 
Vice-chair Frontenac Arch Biosphere Network 

Landon Bay Park, Lockout Trail; sustainable 
communities and environment; covers 15 
municipalities; trails; experiences of the 
landscape; require municipal involvement 
Rural Recreation Association 
Time – 5:00 

https://youtu.be/oCvZM5QTwHo


Leisure vs Work 

“The number of Ontario 
residents who put 

leisure before work has 
risen 24% since 1996. 

Local parks are essential 
to the good life, and 

Ontario residents are 
clueing in.”  

- Harper 

 



New Money 

Crompton 
proves that 
parks and 
recreation are 
one of the few 
“businesses” in 
a community 
likely to bring 
in “new 
money”. 



Glenn Arthur 
https://youtu.be/_wv-2ILa2Ok 
Director of Recreation Services, Town of Arnprior 

Special events; tournaments; economic benefits 
to the community as a whole 
Rural Recreation Association 
Time – 0:55 

https://youtu.be/_wv-2ILa2Ok


Programs and Services 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
(From previous slide
Areas of Focus and Research Found
It was determined that the primary areas that are being directly impacted in the rural communities of Lanark, Leeds and Grenville include: 
Capital Infrastructure
Human Resource Capacity)

NEW
Programs/Services
55% of Ontarians rely a great deal on local government and community based, non-profit recreation.
A full 93% of survey respondents agreed that recreation and parks play an important role in knitting communities together and enhancing quality of life.
Government needs to, do more to promote population health and healthy lifestyles and to reverse the trend of childhood obesity.
Local government recreation and parks services receive a strong endorsement with over eight out of ten households reporting use of these services.
Sport can make us healthier; help put our children on a positive life course and equip them to meet future challenges; strengthen our communities by bringing people together and building trust and inclusion; foster economic development by building skills, attracting tourism, and making communities more attractive





Community Recreation 
• 55% of Ontarians 

rely a great deal on 
local government 
and community, 
non-profit 
recreation. 

•  This finding provides 
clear evidence for 
significant 
investment 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Parks and Recreation Ontario (PRO) in their Recreation and Parks Essential for Quality of Life research found that 55% of Ontarians rely a great deal on local government, community based and non-profit recreation. This finding provides clear evidence for significant investment in community parks and recreation by all levels of government. 




Local government recreation 
and parks services receive a 
strong endorsement with    
more than 8 out of 10 
households reporting                   
use of these services. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Jack Harper as part of the 2011 National Recreation Summit showed that, “Local government recreation and parks services receive a strong endorsement with over eight out of ten households reporting use of these services. Almost everyone polled in the studies, direct and indirect users alike, indicated that they or their household members receive benefits from recreation and parks services.” 




The Conference Board of Canada 
reports that: 

• Canadian households spent $15.8 billion on sport in 
2004, or 2.18% of total household spending; 
 

• This translates into $1,963 in sport spending per 
Canadian household; 
 

• Canada’s sport sector employs 262,324 Canadians, 
accounting for 2% of all jobs in Canada; 
 

• Sport contributes 1.2% of our national GDP, a 
significant increase from 1996 when sport spending 
accounted for just 0.9% of GDP. 
 



Kevin Lee,  
https://youtu.be/IbCM9EJvchY 
Professor of the Recreation and Leisure Services  
Algonquin College  
Time 4:19 
 

https://youtu.be/IbCM9EJvchY


34 

The Tennis facility located in Rideau Lakes at the North Crosby 
Shillington Park has recently shifted management practices to 
be done by a public body of volunteers that want to continue 

to have the opportunity to participate in the game. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Tennis facility located in Rideau Lakes at the North Crosby Shillington Park has recently shifted management practices to be done by a public body of volunteers that want to continue to have the opportunity to participate in the game.




Discussion 

• Who provides services and 
programs ? 

• What are opportunities for 
facilitation? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Optional?
Stop and have a discussion if it fits your presentation.



Creating Business 
“The Economic Benefits of 
bringing in Special 
Tournaments and Events is 
phenomenal as it not only 
shows the local businesses that 
the Town Council is interested 
in seeing our local economy 
grow, but they also help to 
create return business as 
Events such as these show off 
the community, and it is hoped 
that people who attend such 
Events will come back to visit 
again.” 
 - Glenn Arthur RDMR, Director 

of Recreation Services, Town of 
Arnprior, presenter at RRA fall 

2013. 



Outdoor Leisure Recreation 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
(From previous slide
Areas of Focus and Research Found
It was determined that the primary areas that are being directly impacted in the rural communities of Lanark, Leeds and Grenville include: 
Capital Infrastructure
Human Resource Capacity
Programs/Services)

NEW
Outdoor Leisure Recreation 
Outdoor leisure recreation and open spaces are key ingredients to healthy communities, contribute to a high quality of life, and most importantly, attract and sustain businesses and families.
Surveys by the province’s Regional Tourism Ontario Region 9, the Great Waterway show 85% of visitors expect authentic experiences with history, nature, on-site, outdoors.
Outdoor enthusiasts are no longer confined by traditional demographics or activity segments. They seek meaningful outdoor experiences in their backyards and in the backcountry.
The other attraction is the low to no cost of using the outdoor amenities as recreation facilities.  All persons can make use of these natural benefits.
Outdoor recreation is no longer a “nice to have,” it is now a “must have” as leaders recognize the undeniable economic, social and health benefits of outdoor recreation.




Mark Guy -   
https://youtu.be/wdkcqOnJbRY 

Director of Parks, Recreation & Culture, 
Municipality of North Grenville, Rural 
Recreation Association Executive member 
Settlers’ Trail; trail strategy; connecting 
community by trails; growth of the community 
Rural Recreation Association 
Time – 2:51 

https://youtu.be/wdkcqOnJbRY


Barb Tobin – 
 https://youtu.be/CG4dkI2E2NA 

Deputy Mayor, Municipality of North 
Grenville 
Trails; building community to attract 
families; economic development; 
volunteers; green and growing 
Rural Recreation Association 
Time – 2:14 

https://youtu.be/CG4dkI2E2NA


Outdoor 
leisure 

recreation and 
open spaces 

are key 
ingredients to 

healthy 
communities, 

contribute to a 
high quality of 
life, and most 
importantly, 
attract and 

sustain 
businesses 

and families. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Cities and towns are tapping into the business of outdoor recreation, and with good reason. They recognize that outdoor leisure recreation and open spaces are key ingredients to healthy communities, contribute to a high quality of life, and most importantly, attract and sustain businesses and families.
A number of studies have documented the importance of local amenities in rural economic development and how these amenities are used to attract tourists. Local characteristics such as a natural environment and cultural and heritage activities are central to rural tourist destinations such as St. Jacobs, Ontario, Prince Edward County, Ontario or Huron County, Ontario.
In our area the Rideau Canal is an UNESCO world heritage location that can be developed.



The Canadian Tourism Commission’s research shows one third 
of all tourists are authentic, cultural and free spirit explorers 

Those seeking the experiences that the Lanark, Leeds and 
Grenville region has in abundance 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Canadian Tourism Commission’s research shows one third of all tourists are authentic, cultural and free spirit explorers – those seeking the experiences that the Lanark, Leeds and Grenville region has in abundance.  Surveys by the province’s Regional Tourism Ontario Region 9 (RTG9), the Great Waterway show 85% of visitors expect authentic experiences with history, nature, on-site, outdoors. These travellers are both self-driven (cars, RVs) and self-propelled (hiking, cycling, paddling, touring) - all experience driven.  It is important for Lanark, Leeds and Grenville to continue to support the development and nurturing of these important resources.




Culture and Heritage 
“Rural 
communities 
often realize their 
potential as 
tourist 
destinations 
through the 
development of 
local natural 
resources, culture 
and heritage.” 
 - (MacDonald and 

Jolliffe, 2004) 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Rural communities often realize their potential as tourist destinations through the development of local natural resources, culture and heritage (MacDonald and Jolliffe, 2004) and Lanark, Leeds and Grenville will continue to promote their resources.





Benefits of Nature 
“The presence of trails, parks 

and waterways in a 
municipality encourages people 

to both be physically active 
and to reap the benefits of 

being in nature.... It also 
draws people to the 

community, both visitors and 
new residents, with the 

associated economic benefit.” 
- Medical Officer of Health,  

Paula Stewart, MD, FRCPC 
Key note speaker at Spring RRA event 

2013 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is no secret that outdoor recreation is a growing and diverse economic super sector that is a vital cornerstone of successful communities that cannot be ignored. Outdoor recreation is no longer a “nice to have,” it is now a “must have” as leaders recognize the undeniable economic, social and health benefits of outdoor recreation.

The Medical Officer of Health, Paula Stewart, MD, FRCPC at the RRA GOGO event in the spring of 2013 reinforced the message by stating that, “The presence of trails, parks and waterways in a municipality encourages people to both be physically active and to reap the benefits of being in nature. As well as enhancing quality of life, this has huge economic benefits for residents of all ages including more creativity and innovation in school and the workplace, less absenteeism, fewer mental and physical health problems, and less use of the health care system. It also draws people to the community, both visitors and new residents, with the associated economic benefit.




A Sense of Place 
• The region’s vibrant rural 

and urban communities, 
steeped in tradition and 
rich in history, will 
continue to attract people 
and visitors seeking a high 
quality of place 
experience 

• But only if recreation and 
leisure services and 
supports remain a priority 
in order to create a sense 
of place.  



Conclusion 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Smiths Falls Memorial Centre.

Conclusion
 
All types of recreation require short and long term investment, either directly or through creative partnering and enhanced community engagement.  Stronger partnerships and enhanced communication have been proven to align resources and generate cost savings.
Because population density will not support every community financing recreation facilities that can impact operational and capital budget demands, cooperative agreements between municipalities will continue to be an important strategy to provide maximum access and usage.
Lanark, Leeds and Grenville is a dynamic and prosperous place to live, work and play in harmony with the natural environment; comprised of open space, forests, lakes, rivers, parks and trails. The region’s vibrant rural and urban communities, steeped in tradition and rich in history, with enhanced emphasis on recreation and leisure services, will continue to attract people, growth and economic development opportunities to the region.
 
Decision Makers are encouraged to review the document for more detailed information and research as well as a listing of good practices and direct quotes from locals related to the economic benefits of recreation and leisure services.
 




Sue Dunfield  
- https://youtu.be/aZxbdeYj8P8 

Manager Community and Leisure Services, 
Township of Rideau Lakes, Rural Recreation 
Association Executive member 
Economic Benefits of Recreation and Leisure 
Services Report summary; Waterways; Rideau 
Canal; Youth friendly designation 
Rural Recreation Association 
Time – 2:59 

https://youtu.be/aZxbdeYj8P8


The Economic Case for Investing in Recreation 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Like all vibrant communities in Ontario, there is a substantial demand for all types of recreation and leisure services in Lanark, Leeds and Grenville.  All types of recreation require short and long term investment, either directly or through creative partnering and enhanced community engagement

The economic benefits of having these services cannot be argued. They are required to keep communities thriving.




What does it all mean? 

• Worldwide demand that policy be more 
closely aligned with what really matters to 
people …..  

• more and more world leaders are talking 
about the importance of well-being as a guide 
for their nations and the world. 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There is now a rising worldwide demand that policy be more closely aligned with what really matters to people as they themselves characterize their lives. The 2013 World Happiness Report says that more and more world leaders including German Chancellor Angela Merkel, South Korean President Park Geun-hye and British Prime Minister David Cameron, are talking about the importance of well-being as a guide for their nations and the world.  Lanark, Leeds and Grenville are doing great things to embrace this concept of well-being and will continue to o so in a collaborative and economically beneficial way. 
By seeking out and inviting input from different cohorts the RRA is increasing the ability of municipal leaders to better understand local needs, set priorities, and develop strategies that will drive future progress. Stronger partnerships and enhanced communication have been proven to align resources and generate cost savings.  
Lanark, Leeds and Grenville is a dynamic and prosperous place to live, work and play in harmony with the natural environment; comprised of open space, forests, lakes, rivers, parks and trails.  The region’s vibrant rural and urban communities, steeped in tradition and rich in history, with enhanced emphasis on recreation and leisure services will continue to attract people, growth and economic development opportunities to the region.




Good Practices 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Refer to the good practice section of the report.
Point out things that are occurring in your area and those that you hope to implement in your area. Even if they are not listed here but they are your practice include them.




Niki McKernan –  
https://youtu.be/PhVutdgjw3g 

Senior Planner, Town of Smiths Falls 
Recreation is considered in all plans; value 
unstructured play and interaction with nature; 
cost share facilities and programs with 
neighbouring municipalities 
Rural Recreation Association 
Time – 1:34 

https://youtu.be/PhVutdgjw3g
https://youtu.be/PhVutdgjw3g


Call to Action 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A Call to Action
Each community in Lanark, Leeds and Grenville is unique and has its own issues and barriers to ensuring recreation and leisure services remain a priority.  Communities, organizations and decision makers can consider keeping recreation and leisure services and supports as priorities if they consider adapting, instituting or making a commitment to ensuring action that will reinforce the commitment.  
 
Some examples include:
 
Ensure a presence at the Rural Recreation Association table to continue to facilitate planning, professional development, communication, and the sharing of resources between individuals and organizations involved in physical activity and recreation.  Require a report back mechanism to keep decision makers informed.
 
Invite communities and decision makers to recognize the value of recreation and leisure services as a substantial public asset, and to devote attention and intentional effort to ensuring these benefits are fully realized for all of our communities.
 
Develop case studies that profile local entrepreneurs and businesses that have been attracted to communities because of the quality of place and the value given to community and cultural assets by local municipalities.
 
Consider whether policies and programs make assumptions about the relative strength or weakness of community economy.  
 
Consider the impact on the local economy when a policy or decision is made to change a community’s infrastructure.
acknowledge the benefits of recreation for residents;
provide decision making guidelines for priorities
 
Decision makers, staff and community leaders should learn about and be more aware of recreation/leisure services in the community and understand the benefits of the services being provided for residents and/or visitors
 
Make partnering with others – residents, business and community organizations – a direction of the community that embraces eliminating duplication, sharing of resources and building capacity for sustainability.  
 
Advocate for continued access to recreation by reviewing and considering Parks and Recreation Ontario’s Affordable Access to Recreation for Ontarians Policy Framework. 
 
Consider, review and adopt the Charter for Recreation and Parks in Ontario, as prepared by Parks and Recreation Ontario.  This charter supports a community’s commitment to ensuring their citizens’ right to recreation and parks services is met.
 
Take into consideration some of the Good Practice examples and determine if they are transferable to other communities.
 
Review, consider and utilize John Crompton’s Measuring the Economic Impact of Park and Recreation Services which is a hands-on guide for professionals so they can do economic impact studies that measure the economic return residents receive on park and recreation department investments.
 
Support professional training opportunities and ensure that Staff & Volunteers understand and can address relevant current needs and demands.
 
� 
The Rural Recreation Association (RRA) works to facilitate planning, professional development, communication, and the sharing of resources between individuals and organizations involved in physical activity and recreation.  
 
As an organization they are committed to working with communities throughout Lanark, Leeds and Grenville to consider and implement innovative ways of keeping recreation and leisure services as a priority.  
 
They are committed to working with their organization and communities to:
 
Communicate with members and partners
Benefits of membership
New information as discovered
Support professional training opportunities
Staff & Volunteers relevant to current needs and demands
Facilitate the development of new partnerships
Identify who is working with who and if any gaps can be resolved
Create and promote resources that are useful to its members
Information relating to planning, professional development, communication, and the sharing of resources
Be a strong voice in shaping and influencing public policy. 
As communities begin to advocate and develop policy stand as a united front to support the changes.
Improve public awareness of the importance and benefits of recreation and parks in order to enhance the position of parks and recreation on the public agenda in Lanark, Leeds and Grenville.
Be recognized as an active and valued partner in cross-sectoral collaborations.
 




What can be done? 

1 
• Ensure presence at RRA – support work 

of planning, professional development, 
communication and sharing of resources 

2 
• Recognize the value of rural 

recreation/leisure as a substantial public 
asset 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Lois is looking at this section and will make decision at the Thursday meeting.
•	Ensure presence at RRA – support work of planning, professional development, communication and sharing of resources

•	Recognize the value of recreation/leisure as a substantial public asset

•	Develop case studies of entrepreneurs and businesses attracted by quality of place

•	Consider – assumptions made of strength/weakness of community economy

•	Consider impact on economy if changing community’s infrastructure

•	Be aware of recreation/leisure services in the community

•	Partner with others to eliminate duplication, share resources and build capacity

•	Advocate for access to recreation (PRO Access to Recreation)

•	Adopt the Charter for Recreation and Parks in Ontario (PRO)

•	Complete economic impact studies – measure return on park and recreation investments

•	Support professional training opportunities
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• Consider impact on economy if 
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services in the community 
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Key to success 

Stay active with the  
Rural Recreation Association 
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